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Hot Springs , Arkansas
January 11, 1957.

MgMORAMPnk FOR IMS) ECTOR E. •J. COSNELLEYl

Rat Brekid,
.
'-i 5
• :?

- - v . -t •;

There are attached hereto the logs for January 4,1S£7 covering the
taps on telephones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jailor, and Mayor's
Office, all located in the City Hall at Hot Springs, Arkansas,

Telephone number 27il is the unpublished number of the Southern Club,

Rote the calls recorded at 2*24 P.'lt. - 6|17 P.M.-4B* 6»22 P.K.-.
They show that "Ditch'’ Akers has considerable influence irith Chancellor Sam
W. Garratt of the local Chancsjj^J Court, I wonder if this Hiss Conners is
Lou Corners one of the subjects in the ganmo Case.

'

•
. *&

It appears that the calls recorded at 2*45 P,!l. and 4|06 P.K. are re-
lated to each other. It, hoirever, la net known what the subject of their con-
versation was about.

The following conversation indicates a "fixing" of the Grand Jury
probing the John riceon case.

4«5S P.H.(W46 ) Incoming on #12® > J.L.M. !

Ledgersoodi Is Dutch thero /• :

Akers .

'

i Hello — V .. - i.
"4
: -v’>

, 'v\
' Vr'

r

Lcdgerwoodt This is Verne - do you know he two colored fellows
who are on that jury - one’s name is Pago#

Akers Yes

I*.

*

*

JO*

Ledgerwoodj I wish you would contact them and tell them I want to see
them in front of the City Hall at fjfO in the morning.

Akers I .0* K« Judge.

Fotej . T e local newspapers disclosed that Will Page and E. I,
. r puckett pmq the two colored aon on the Garland County

t -^ Grand Jury probing the ricks on case.j -x

A detailed memorandum was submitted by the writer on January
forth thib above conversation, and the investigation sub^nemli

relative o.

1 2 1537

n ^ ntr^T“™
TQy —

fils

r V‘- 1



Reference is tsde t.. that call xsstax recorded at 7*12 P.L'. between
Officer Curly Evans and Jimmie Phillips* The latter individual is an em-
ployee at .the Southern Club, and the log shoes that Curly Evans worked at
tho Southern Club on ttev TearSs Eve* Phillips was probably referring to
Evan's compensation for working that night when he said* " I'll leave it
in an envelope up in front for you, and you can get it there*" .

.

.
•«. **-V '

. ,
^ . -’rT. :>'*}> -

.*
•

. \ .

•.
. .;.c : •.<*- >*. t

Reference is wade to that ball recorded at 7*55 P.M, between Officer J ; ;

Jerry Watkins and 0ti6. The latter individual undoubtedly is Otis EcGraw
who ia ecployed as some kind of a personnel manager at the Belvedere Club*

Vote that conversation at fc»2l A.M. over the Mayor's telephone between
Mayor McLaughlin and County Judge Elsa Housley* It indicates (caybe) the
Mayor's stand cn this Dickson case, and Judge Boualey's reaction consenting

•; y • l l •

In explanation to that call at 10*05 A.M* between Mayor McLaughlin and
Mr* Jack Holt* the present State Attorney General* please be advised that the
newspaper;! have it Jjat Dr. M. C* Evans of Hot Springs* an unsuccessful candi-
date for the senatorial noa.inn.tion in the Thirty-first district filed a peti-
tion with Lt. G-vernor-elect Robert Bailey* challenging the right of Senator
Ealter Wheatley of Hot Springs to a seat in the Senate on the grounds that he
once was convicted of viola, ing the state prohibition laws* It would a; pear
that the Mayor Bade the above call for Walter Wheatley to ascertain the atti-
tude of Attorney General Holt in this Batter.* arid also tc. take tho opportuni-
ty ic put in a good word for Wheatley* .

' That telephone call at 11*47 A.M* between Judge Ledger-wood and 1 ayor
McLaughlin undoubtedly refers tc the officer- AaiiKtHatxgiapcMdBchcwitxKgtirHljqra-t.^

iacxhgxiK^iakaAxxgxBhBx^KhaxSxBkxKitxcHSBy who were susp nded by the Mayor or
who expected. t- be indicted in connection with the John Dickson Batter.
V VV-Ctte.

‘

•«
•

:

':.y

‘VT»V3>:
. v • : ‘i'V <•; ’•

t : \ -r

Respeotfully flubnitted,

John L* Msuiala*

Sp cial Agent.
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HEW ERA.,

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS,
JANUARY 4TH, 1937.

Garland county’s grand
jury began an extensive in-

vestigation this morning into
the ill-timed death of John
Dickson, 32-year-old city
jail prisoner whose death,
his parents charge, resulted
from mistreatment by mem-
bers of the local police de-
partment.

More than 20 witnesses
were scheduled to be exam-
ined, an authoritative source
revealed this morning, and
nearly half that many were
questioned during the morn-
ing session. '

*

The Jury adjourned at 1 o’clock
this afternoon and will not meet
again until 9 o’clock tomorrow
morning. V ^ ; J.

A large crowd of curious gathered
about the court house, attracted by
both the grand Jury meeting and
the meeting in the county court-
room of the Garland county Quo-
rum court. - V

In Issuing his charge to the grand
jurors. Circuit Judge Earl Witt call-
ed attention to the. reports of mis-
treatment of Dickson and declar-
ed: “These reports, if true, disclose,
an abusive treatment of this pris-

1

oner that not only deserves, but de- *

mands, your immediate full and fair]
investigation." - -4

, ;
'

* > vJ
In addition to the Dickson ease 1

the grand Jury also planned io

rbe into the alleged “torch death"
Mrs. Mary Cleo Grover, burned

J death recently as she lay In bed
i 'a Prospect avenue rooming
ouse. Mrs. Grover’s estranged

E. Grover, local mas-
ts being held in



^2?!? wou2d>lso_bT?

tw6 dare before the *rand Jrolcomplete its probe. -?mT
Judge Witt personally read" his

prepared ^Sge to a£
SSS tK

,Ur
S
r*.ln wWchS empha-

^rSft f
f
ct £** “no officer hasthe right to abuse or mistreatl

prisoner while In his custody" fitadded that such misconduct is not
f

violation of the la^Lt aS>

f+SEF .?
*“** « ES-Sa?

charge of Judge
• Jury follows:

rtZ?™ £*Va b«en called Into see-

1

81011 at this time primarily far th*f

"f
n̂

eJeath of John Dickson,M
Sx^TSJfonaned to “»« ^ j2u“ “°t Slflngs. According to re-POTte widely circulated; serious bod-

whl£
J^“ ?A"f ^cted upon him ,

zSZJVTi0* wWch “used m, /

SS, Jo his death on D*2‘
! iSi^V

19®®’ ^he»e reports If true
an abusive treatment oiprisoner that not only deservebut demands, your lmmediatefSand fair Investigation.

.

y.JPi*
notlce of your investigation

pSrtlIf'Sith'tl?
40 the toutedpaj; Wes with the request they nro-

Set K°“
Wlth tnfornmt^OT

*7 “»£* be helpful to

WwSw 1”^ whether theywere Indicted upon him by an of-ficers who had him In custody And
wheth^T, /urthcr ^determinewhether such Injuries caused hisor contributed to it.

*No officer has the rteht tn

m^ ™,^streat a **»£*£to his custody. Such misconduct!*not only a violation of the law butIt is as well a violation of aZtZJSZof humanity Itself, possessed by&i*ry fair-minded citizen, it is the!

toctlon for the prisoner in his cus-
.
tod^, to shield him from harm or^*5“ against those who mipSt
;£?.*£“* disposed toward him. Andofficer who has the dtodm* mm.

J

Jjr^enrion of his dutlLTSl.^.
WJCh protection.

tsasdgorjvhlch a prisoner Is held, hehm“* W^Mft4«L .th§t .the^sfUoffi^l

t
ah^ld him from riolenS.jL,
**“$»• and this law extirithat prisoner who hlmselfls
*

?*J
ler may have assautte

'StaPaLS? lnflict«> upon hta
botUly toJurles. You wil

,’ffthu V*** £
or your tovesTgattoi

JfJhJ* ttoe 82“ded with suchcm
I
5“nstanc“- Prior to the time «

l nil.
*JT

^
s4

’ rither this prisoner a
/ his confederetos”*

“

| 2S? Vs
??14 «Pon the Chief «

}
9ot Sjwtoss. who wltt

k
^er officers, was attempting to

i apprehend him. But this art 11

|
£™*d by the prisoner, * to

'htawA 1” conjunction with
I rH?' would not excuse or Justify the
i 222**k?* “bating thVSS
1 “T“4

v.
Such conductshould not, and adh not, be tolerat-

J? iSdm
17 *nU8htened community.In addition to tjie wrong done thePrisoner himself, such practices If

££?*TJ’ «* offteSnT'of-
dlsrepute render

‘ state
testknony of no value to the

mPH
f
i
nd from your investiga-

i f}mLd
hat bod*Jy Injuries were' in-flicted upon this prisoner by of-

I thS th
h°^ W® to custodyf and

1 UitLFtZl i

in
i
Uri^ “used “contri-

I
to h(® death, then you should

f
oncers with the crime

fi
" “urder or manslaughter, ac-

1!?“^ 88 the circumstances rn^y

I Reports in connection with ihi.

;] 7Zln^U meP^t s^
r

dei!lf
th pneum°nla and that his
fty have been the result™

;

-l

th*?
'disease. Even Uiough you may

toemt^.?6 officers
S
or someof

t Sj*® 1“fheted bodily injuries upon
t ~®v?rl

?°2er' yet 11 you find that
^
such Injuries did not cause his death

^ contribute to it, thiTsJch^
i

4 coul<* not be charged ^Sth
f th*

11

? n
?
urder or manslaughter. S

f hi*
death ot 4110 P^oner would not

I
have occurred at the time it did{except for the Injuries at the

i
4iai

?
d5 of to officers, then such in-

*irtwi
W0Uld h® considered a com-

1 tributlnp- milCO Ul. m aa. _

pP^mred at the time it mdrSgS
of the injuries be ,«3KS

P««ons responsible t

1

»

I

i
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